
 
Date:    April 13, 2015 
 
To:          Edward McGuire III, Project Assistant 
               Boston Redevelopment Authority 
               One City Hall Square 
               Boston, MA 02201 
 
From:   Whittier Place Residents 
 
 
Subject: Whittier Place comments regarding Equity Residential Proposal for an Amended & 
Restated PDA (Planned Development Area) No.7 
 
 
 
The West End is a truly unique neighborhood in the City of Boston, with open space, a park-like 
environment, a diverse population and a central location in the heart of the city. 
 
Attached please find over 275 petitions and almost 350 signatures from Whittier Place residents in 
opposition to the proposed amendment to or restatement of PDA No.7 that would give Equity Residential 
the ability to move forward with its proposal to replace the Garden (Bubble) Garage with a 46 story tower 
with 486 luxury rental units and an underground garage with 830 parking spaces.  
 
We are not opposed to replacing the Garden Garage; however, we can only support a replacement for 
the Garage that is reasonably sized, less massive in scope and density than the proposed building, 
provides onsite workforce housing, and complements the other buildings in our residential 
neighborhood. We all want to see the West End continue to thrive, and we welcome all efforts to 
positively enhance our community. Since Equity Residential initially submitted a Notice of Project Change 
for redevelopment of the Garden (Bubble) Garage in September 2014, we have actively and vocally 
participated in all the public and informational meetings regarding this project. In December 2014, the 
West End submitted over 600 signatures (individual and form comment letters) to the BRA making 
it clear that we are opposed to this project as proposed.  
 
We also strongly object to the fact that our Impact Advisory Group (IAG) members did not receive any 
notice regarding the BRA petition to revise two amendments to the zoning code in our neighborhood. The 
amendments were subsequently approved.  We believe our neighborhood was harmed by this lack of 
notice to our representatives since they had no opportunity to attend the hearing, comment, or otherwise 
advise neighborhood residents of the detrimental zoning recommendations, which have ultimately now 
led to the request to amend and restate the PDA. We also believe these changes violate the governing 
zoning regulations as set forth in the West End Urban Renewal Plan of 1957, which requires that its 
restrictive zoning supersedes any zoning overlays.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment and for considering these comments. 
 

Whittier Place Residents 
West End 
Boston, MA 
 
Cc:  Mayor Martin J. Walsh; BRA Director Brian Golden; Councilor Josh Zakim, State Rep. Jay  
Livingstone, Erico Lopez, Director of Development Review and Policy, Councilors at Large: Ayanna 
Pressley, Michelle Wu, Stephen Murphy, and Michael F. Flaherty 



 

 

Petitions from:  Six Whittier Place, Boston, MA 02114 

























































































































































































































































































 

 

Petitions from:  Eight Whittier Place, Boston, MA 02114 



































































































































































































































































 

 

Petitions from:  Charles River Park, Boston, MA 02114 


















